
 

 

 

 
 

2015 Small Grants for Research and Program Development 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

 
Application Due Date: June 22, 2015 by 5:00 pm 

Award Date: August 3, 2015 
Earliest Start Date: September 1, 2015 

 
 
Funding Opportunity Description 
The Johns Hopkins Urban Health Institute (UHI) Small Grants Program was formed to stimulate and advance 
community-university collaborations around research and program development. Grants are awarded to those 
partnerships that most successfully demonstrate the potential for advancing the health and well-being of the 
residents of Baltimore, with competitive priority given to proposals that address the theme of the 2015 
Symposium on the Social Determinants of Health, Healing Together: Community Level Trauma—It’s Causes, 
Consequences and Solutions, i.e., grants that focus upon community-level trauma and approaches to creating 
trauma-informed systems. 
 
The funding levels for each category are:    

1. Graduate Student-Community Projects/Research (up to 10 @ $5,000 each)  
2. Faculty-Community Projects/Research (up to 6 @ $10,000 each)  
3. Undergraduate Student-Community Projects/Research (up to 10 @$3,000 each)  

 
In each category, students and faculty are required to partner with a community agency or community 
leader and vice versa. A cover page with signatures of both the Hopkins and Community partner is required.   
 
Eligibility 
For student-community projects, all undergraduate, graduate, and post graduate students at The Johns 
Hopkins University are eligible to apply.    
 
For faculty projects, those who are eligible include scientists, assistant professors, associate professors, and 
full professors of all schools of The Johns Hopkins University.  
 
All projects require at least one collaborating organization and an individual identified within that organization 
who is a partner in the project. Prior to applying, please verify that both the Johns Hopkins and community 
partners are able to remain involved throughout the course of the project.  A change in partner status may 
lead to forfeiture of funding.   
  
PLEASE NOTE: An individual can only receive one UHI Small Grants Award during their career at The Johns 
Hopkins University.
  



 
Application and Submission Information  
Applications must be submitted via email to urbanhealth@jhu.edu no later than 5:00pm on June 22, 2015  
Full instructions available at: http://urbanhealth.jhu.edu/our_work/smallgrants_2015_Info_RFP.html  
 
Application Review Information  
Applications will be reviewed by a team of faculty and community leaders.  A detailed review of each 
application will not be provided; rather, feedback will be limited to a notification of grant award.  
 
Review Considerations  
Primary review consideration:  Funded proposals will be those that will most successfully advance the health 
and well-being of the residents of Baltimore, in the following UHI priority areas: community engagement, 
workforce development and schools and health. In addition, this year priority will be given to proposals that 
address the theme of the 2015 Symposium on the Social Determinants of Health, Healing Together: 
Community Level Trauma—It’s Causes, Consequences and Solutions, including proposals that address trauma-
informed policing, courts, schools, and clinical and support services. 
 
Funded proposals must show clear evidence that the collaborating individuals/organization has been involved 
with the development of the proposed plan.   
  
Additional Review Considerations:   

• Implications for urban health locally, nationally and internationally (e.g., how might the results of the 
project be used by the community and/or policymakers to improve the health of urban residents), 
including a plan for disseminating the results of the project  

• Potential to attract sustainable funding from other sources or to spark additional partnerships and 
projects that will build on results of the project (should be outlined in the proposal)  

• Contributions to the on-going efforts to improve social determinants of health. 
 
It is anticipated that the award announcement will be made on August 3, 2015. 
 
Funding Specifications and Restrictions  
Funding can be requested to support all activities justified in the budget. Awards are for a 12 month 
continuous budget. A one-time no cost extension for up to one year may be granted by written request with 
justification accompanied by a brief progress report.    
  
Funding for Salary Support  
Salary support for Johns Hopkins faculty, staff, and students should be listed in the Personnel section of the 
budget form; salary for new hires is not allowed. Funding for community collaborators will be made through 
alternative mechanisms (not payroll) and should be listed in Consultant Costs section of the budget form.  
 
Award Administration Information   
Award notices will be issued by the administrative offices of the UHI, which will provide financial oversight for 
the grant’s administration.    
  
Faculty awards will be administered through their home department. UHI staff will work cooperatively with 
the department to simplify the process.    
  
Student awards will be assessed individually to determine how to best administer the funds. Funds can be 
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administered through the student’s home department, paid directly to vendors through the UHI, or paid in a 
lump sum to the student or community partner with intermittent reporting of fund usage.   
 
Reporting 
All UHI Small Grants Award recipients will be required to provide both an interim (6 months after start date) 
and a final report of their project or study (within 14 months of start date).  A final financial report may also be 
requested.  
  
Publicity information about UHI Small Grants Award recipients will be available on the UHI Website 
(www.urbanhealth.jhu.edu). Applicants must agree to credit the UHI for any products and publications that 
result from the awards (e.g., “this project was supported through a grant from the Johns Hopkins Urban 
Health Institute”).  
 
Tips for Writing a Strong Application  
Applicants should consider the following:   

• Does the project have a clearly stated goal?  
• Are the proposed methods likely to achieve the project’s goals? 
• Can the level of award realistically accomplish the work proposed?  
• Is the dissemination plan clearly presented?  
• Is there local support to use the information gleaned from the project?   
• Are the implications for programs and/or policy articulated?  
• Does the project have potential to attract sustainable funding from other sources?  

 
For a complete list of past recipients visit http://urbanhealth.jhu.edu/our_work/smallgrants.html.   
 
Questions?   
 
Amy L. Gawad, MPH 
Program Director, Johns Hopkins Urban Health Institute 
2013 E Monument Street, Baltimore, MD 21205   
410-502-7473 or agawad1@jhu.edu  
 
We will host three information sessions: May 7th 2-3pm at the School of Education (2800 N Charles Street, 
Room 222), May 27th 5-6pm at the UHI (2013 E Monument Street) and June 10th 12-1pm at the UHI (2013 E 
Monument Street) for anyone interested in applying for funding.   
 
Applications are due by 5:00pm on Monday, June 22, 2015. 
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