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AGENDA 
 

Friday, March 3, 2017 
1:00 – 4:00 pm. 

 

 

1:00 - 1:10 p.m. Welcome remarks 

Robert Blum, Director, Johns Hopkins Urban Health Institute 

Darcy Phelan-Emrick, Chief Epidemiologist, Baltimore City 

Health Department 

 

 

1:10 - 3:15 p.m. “Speed dating” session between community-based organizations 

and researchers 

 

3:15 - 3:30 p.m. Closing remarks 

Michelle Spencer, Associate Director, Bloomberg American 

Health Initiative 

 

3:30 - 4:00 p.m. Networking and refreshments 
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Baltimore Harm Reduction Coalition 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Addiction and Overdose, Harm Reduction 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project: 

BHRC provides overdose response trainings to community members and 
advocates for sensible harm reduction policies. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Data analysis 
• Program evaluation 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• How do overdose reporting guidelines contribute to prevention and 
response? 

• What level of need would safe consumption spaces address in Baltimore? 
• How can harm reduction address community defined needs? 

 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

100 hours 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

We have an office space and a volunteer network of public health experts. Our 
strong connections with Hopkins faculty can provide helpful guidance. 

 
Mark Sine 
Executive Director 
Baltimore Harm Reduction Coalition 
bmorehrc@gmail.com 
(443) 798-8516 
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Behavioral Health System Baltimore 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Addiction and Overdose, Child and Adolescent Health 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

Behavioral Health System Baltimore is a quasi-governmental agency that serves as 
the local addiction authority and the core service agency for mental health and 
substance use disorder providers in Baltimore City. BHSB has several projects that 
involve the use of data and evaluation as well as translation and advocacy to 
enhance the behavioral health and wellness of individuals, families and 
communities. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Data collection 
• Data analysis 
• Program evaluation 
• Literature review 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• How can we best use our behavioral health data to demonstrate the 
benefits of early childhood education and services and inform public 
schools decision-making given the $129M shortfall in public school 
funding? 

• What are the most pressing needs of Baltimore City youth 12-25 as it 
relates to preventing underage and binge drinking? 

• What is the impact on behavioral health and lifecourse outcomes for youth 
engaged in one community based organization in Sandtown-Winchester 
(launched as a response to the 2015 uprising) that provides a safe a secure 
place for youth and young adults. 

• What visually compelling template can BHSB offer behavioral health 
providers to showcase their strengths through data?  

• What is the best statistical model to identify and predict spikes in non-fatal 
overdose deaths, incorporating temporal and geospatial trends and what is 
the impact on overdoses of deploying rapid response teams and 
community notifications? 
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Behavioral Health System Baltimore 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

Various 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Mentorship and space is available for all projects. Some projects have funding; 
others do not. 

7. Please provide a link to relevant reports that are on your website. 

http://www.bhsbaltimore.org/data-reports-and-publications/ 
 
Amanda Latimore 
Director of Social Epidemiology and Evaluation 
Behavioral Health System Baltimore 
amanda.latimore@bhsbaltimore.org 
(410) 735-8584 
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Safe House of Hope 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Addiction and Overdose, Sex-trafficking 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

Safe House of Hope is a nonprofit organization that is committed to aiding and 
empowering victims of sex-trafficking. We are currently researching ways to map 
sex-trafficking encounters throughout Baltimore City using our street outreach 
program and leveraging this information to inform our future outreach efforts. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Data analysis 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• What are ways we can improve upon our current sex-trafficking mapping 
data to more effectively illustrate areas of greatest need for outreach? 

• How do we analyze our mapping data in more creative and insightful ways 
to more effectively reach out to victims of sex-trafficking? 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

75-100 hours 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Mentorship, time, existing resources, and data 

7. Please provide a link to relevant reports that are on your website. 

http://safehouseofhope.org/story/ 

 
Ross Liao 
Leveraging Street Outreach Encounters to Map Sex-Trafficking in Baltimore City 
Safe House of Hope 
rossliao7@gmail.com 
8177158342 
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U-Empowerment of MD / Safe House of Hope/ Angels of Addiction 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Addiction and Overdose, Violence, Human Trafficking, Domestic Violence 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

I'm a case manager for all three organization listed above.We provide services for 
Human Trafficking, Domestic Violence, people who suffer with subance abuse, 
homelessness. We give referrals for housing, rehabs, detox, and help the process of 
clients transitioning back to society 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Program evaluation 
• Screening tools, housing, referrals 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• How can we have more shelters for Human Trafficking and Domestic 
Violence Victims? 

• New screening tools for emergency rooms and jails to help identify victims. 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

N/A 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Mentorship 

7. Please provide a link to relevant reports that are on your website. 

www.UEmpowerofMD.org 

 
Moniquika Sutton 
Case Manager 
U-Empowerment of MD / Safe House of Hope/ Angels of Addiction 
MoniquikaS@gmail.com 
(410) 908-2745 
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West Baltimore Drug-Free Community Coalition 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Addiction and Overdose, Environmental Challenges, Child and Adolescent Health, 
Violence 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

To effect population level changes in the community with regard to substance, 
alcohol, and tobacco use. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Data collection 
• Data analysis 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

Still developing at this time. 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

Unsure 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

None at this time 

 
Rhonda Watties 
Director/Coordinator 
West Baltimore Drug-Free Community Coalition 
Gofl@msn.com 
4438459030 
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Banner Neighborhoods 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Environmental Challenges 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

The McElderry Park Community Association is looking for data collection and 
evaluation support for implementing a community-based Results Based 
Accountability plan to achieve a clean and attractive neighborhood in McElderry 
Park. Specifically, MPCA wants to determine the efficacy of strategies being used to 
reduce trash in McElderry Park and mitigate the negative impact that this issue has 
on neighborhood residents. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Data collection 
• Program evaluation 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

Over the summer, MPCA will employ the following three strategies: 
• Educate residents about trash collection and pick up through door-to-door 

and other types of outreach 
• Increase the number of public trash cans, particularly around trash  “hot 

spots” 
• Maintain and upgrade existing vacant lot space 

MPCA seeks to answer: 
• are these interventions/strategies effective in reducing trash and its 

negative impact on residents?  
• how can these interventions/strategies be improved to achieve a clean and 

attractive neighborhood? 
5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

Approximately 5 hours per week for a 6-8 week period 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Office space within neighborhood including internet access 

 
Beth Myers-Edwards 
Director of Community Engagement 
Banner Neighborhoods 
bethmyersedwards@yahoo.com 
(443) 618-2509 
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National Aquarium 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Environmental Challenges 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

We want to understand the long-term impacts of an environmental education 
intervention for Baltimore City youth. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Program evaluation 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• Are individuals who participated in the intervention as teens more likely to 
choose STEM careers and/or participate in environmental restoration 
activities as adults. 

• What were the most impactful factors in the intervention? 
5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

• Literature search - 8 hrs 
• Evaluation planning and design - 8 hrs 
• Creating evaluation tools - 4 hrs. 
• Finding selecting  research subjects- 20 hours 
• Conducting the evaluation - 40 hours 
• Report findings - 8 hrs. 

Total - 88 hrs. 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Staff time to administer evaluation tools, collect and key in data. Staff time to find 
and contact research subjects. Space for researcher to work at Aquarium, as 
needed. 

7. Please provide a link to relevant reports that are on your website. 

https://aqua.org/learn/student-programs/aquarium-on-wheels 

 
Joe Harber 
Director of Education 
National Aquarium 
jharber@aqua.org 
(410) 659-4272 
 

Addiction and 
Overdose 

*Environmental 
Challenges 

Obesity and the 
Food System 

Child and 
Adolescent 

Health 

Violence 

 

  

12 | Community-Driven Research Day 2017  Participating Organizations 



 

New Opportunities for Women, Inc. 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Addiction and Overdose, Environmental Challenges, Obesity and the Food System, 
Child and Adolescent Health 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 
Our programs provide human services and navigational health care, focusing on 
reducing health desparities, AIDS testing and prevention.  Founded by women, we 
help all members of Baltimore City and the State of Maryland, achieve and live 
their best life through a wide range of services that meet the diverse needs of 
adolescents, families and members of the LGBTQ communities.  Through this 
project/research we will focus on Addiction and Overdosing Peer Counseling and 
Referrals, Training and Support for Obesity and the Food System, Reducing and 
Eliminating Environmental challenges and Quality of Life,  Habits and Social Risks 
to Adolescent Health. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 
• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Data analysis 
• Program evaluation 
• Literature review 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 
• What types and frequency of prior support and services the clients has 

received.   
• Does access to personalized support increase the success rate or improve 

the quality of life. 
• Age, Family circumstances, and environmental challenges when 

addiction/obesity/adolescent health risks began. 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 
We anticipate 72-80 hours to complete this project, which includes planning, 
development of questionnaire, development of literature, recruitment, data 
collection and review, submission and evaluation. 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 
Mentorship; space; light refreshments; a portion of the funds received from this 
Research will be used for recruitment. 
 
 
Rhonda Alexander 
Founder/CEO 
New Opportunities for Women, Inc. 
rhalexander@verizon.net 
(410) 804-4261 
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Anne Arundel County Department of Health 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Addiction and Overdose, Environmental Challenges, Obesity and the Food System, 
Child and Adolescent Health, Violence 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

The Anne Arundel County Department of Health is responsible for promoting and 
protecting the health of those who live, work and play in the county. We are 
particularly interested in research collaborations around addition and obesity, 
which are two strategic priority areas for us. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Program evaluation 
• Theory of change development 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

We are currently in an assessment stage for a long term food access intervention in 
Brooklyn Park. Following the community-based planning sessions in June, we need 
an evaluation expert to facilitate the development of a theory of change for the 
project.  

• What is the theory of change for our selected interventions?  
• What indicators can we track for each piece of our process?  
• What should we do to plan for a process and outcome evaluation in 3-5 

years? 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

40 hours of prep, 10 hours of workshop, 20 hours of follow up 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Staff, logistics, space, materials, project management. 

 
AZ Snyder 
Director, Assessment and Planning 
Anne Arundel County Department of Health 
hdsnyd00@aacounty.org 
(410) 222-4027 
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Black Church Food Security Network 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Obesity and the Food System 
2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

The Black Church Food Security Network partners Black farmers and urban 
growers with historically African American congregations to create pipelines for 
fresh produce from "soil to sanctuary." We establish popup farm stands to sell 
produce at churches on days and at times when the congregation normally gathers. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 
• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Data collection 
• Program evaluation 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 
• I would like to know the baseline health of a church community and then 

re-evaluate their health after that church becomes a farm stand site. 
• I would like to survey the number of churches in Baltimore with arable 

land.  I would like to calculate the approximate acreage of church-owned, 
arable land in Baltimore. 

• I want to know what combination of food-related interventions (farm 
stand, cooking demos, Bible Studies, etc.) has the greatest influence on 
dietary behaviors, health, and public policy ideas in a community 
surrounding a Black Church Food Security Network member church. 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

15 - 20 hours per week 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Mentorship, office space, human and possibly material resources 

7. Please provide a link to relevant reports that are on your website. 

http://www.wespath.org/assets/1/7/Needs-Assessments-6-15.pdf 

 
 
Heber Brown, III 
Beyond Food Charity: Can Self-Reliance Improve Social Determinants of Health 
Black Church Food Security Network 
pastor@pleasanthope.org 
(410) 402-3211 
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Community Health and Empowerment through Education and Research 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Obesity and the Food System 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

CHEER is part of a local health alliance with medical care providers and food 
providers to promote access to healthy food in Silver Spring, where food access 
and food insecurity, obesity, and diabetes are very high. We are looking for help 
with assessing food access, health literacy, healthy eating and physical activity for 
baseline measures of measures of progress to guide program development and 
policy advocacy. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Data collection 
• Data analysis 
• Methodology development 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• What are reliable and valid indicators of healthy food access in our targeted 
area? 

• What are the barriers to healthy eating and physical activity in our targeted 
area? 

• What are the health outcomes connected to diet and obesity related 
diseases in our targeted area? 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

160 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

mentorship, access to previous research and suggested data sources, small stipend 

7. Please provide a link to relevant reports that are on your website. 

http://www.communitycheer.org/single-post/2013/11/28/Healthy-
Montgomery-Data-Reveals-Local-Health-Disparities 

 
Bruce Baker 
Executive Director 
Community Health and Empowerment through Education and Research 
bruce@communitycheer.org 
(301) 589-3633 
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Cool Green Schools 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Environmental Challenges, Obesity and the Food System, Child and Adolescent 
Health 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

I am developing a STEM project where students benchmark the health and learning 
conditions of their school and their own health/learning matrix including diet, 
exercise, vision, and time learning.  Students are engaged in studying and 
improving the factors that lead to their success. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Data collection 
• Data analysis 
• Program evaluation 
• Literature review 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• When students track their own behaviors, do they improve their 
actions/outcomes? 

• What type of actions/tracking/learning can improve student success? 
• Are there adverse affects for students who track their diets and exercise 

regimes? 
5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

I expect to be refining this project for years.   I expect to work on this project 40-50 
hours this Spring, 10 hours this summer and 40 hours this fall.   I would appreciate 
help in structuring the project (Six to 12 hours), collecting/analyzing data (10 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

I can provide access to students and school environments, anonymous student self 
reported health survey data, school environmental data, and perhaps a small 
stipend. 

 
Shan Gordon 
Experiment You 
Cool Green Schools 
shan@coolgreenschools.com 
(410) 336-8239 
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Family League of Baltimore 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Obesity and the Food System 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

We are planning to create a food-system map of the 50+ community schools within 
Baltimore City. Our goal is to identify which strategies are having which outcomes 
(ie. salad bars in cafeterias, hoop houses and gardens, nutrition or cooking 
education, etc) and determine best practices to replicating or these bringing to 
scale across other BCPS schools. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• What are the existing meal delivery models in the school (Breakfast after 
the bell, Grab and Go, Salad bars, After-school or summer meals, etc). 

• Are there any cooking or nutrition education available? How can we 
measure the success of these programs (participation, cultural competency, 
lessons used at home, etc). 

• What agricultural models are used in the school (gardens, hoop houses, 
other); how/are students engaged and using these; how do these tie into 
the meals available at the school. 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

10-15 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Office space, relationships with community school staff, existing data sets from 
MSDE. 

7. Please provide a link to relevant reports that are on your website. 

familyleague.org/reports/ 

 
Matt Quinlan 
Policy Specialist 
Family League of Baltimore 
mquinlan@familyleague.org 
(410) 236-5488 
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Inspiration Factory 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Obesity and the Food System 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

The Inspiration Factory, LLC is a leader in social  impact  by preparing youth for 
employment, entrepreneurship and citizenship; promoting healthy lifestyles thru 
nutrition and health education. Our vision is of a new model for 21st century 
learning, a place where youth, parents, and stake holders are all empowered to 
change communities and the world through innovative programs.We aid clients by 
developing and implementing innovative training workshops, social media 
campaigns and youth enrichment programming. Our primary goal is to help young 
people develop life skills in three primary areas such as workers, family supporters 
and citizens in society.Our mission is to guide our participants through some of the 
social determinants of health, such as, race, education, gender,access to health care, 
income and food insecurity. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Data collection 
• Data analysis 
• Program evaluation 
• Literature review 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• How can we inovle youth in the public health research  process ?  
• What is the reationship between obesity and food insecurity in for urban 

youth in their  communities ?  
• What is the relationship between obesity and prediabetes  among in urban 

commuities ? 
5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

We will need a total of 10 per week of assistance 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

We can supply, space, mentorship, teachers  of various topics, recuritment of 
youth. One to two small stipends. 

 
Glenda Lindsey 
Director of Social Justice and Nutrition 
Inspiration Factory 
glendalindsey@msn.com 
(410) 370-7083 
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The Institute for Integrative Health 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Obesity and the Food System 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

We are creating a training to prepare community members to lead healthy food-
and-cooking programs in their neighborhoods.  We are seeking assistance 
developing metrics for both the programs they lead and the training itself. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Data analysis 
• Program evaluation 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• How can we design a measurement tool to evaluate various community-led 
healthy cooking programs' effectiveness in changing participants' cooking 
and eat habits?  

• How can we design a program evaluation tool that helps us improve the 
information, skills, and support that our community training program 
provides to the trainees? 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

200 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Space, mentorship, a focus program if a researcher or faculty member wants to 
publish, access to community partners 

7. Please provide a link to relevant reports that are on your website. 

Report on our Building Bridges, Defining Metrics forum that will help frame our 
relationship with and understanding of research: 
https://tiih.org/files/9614/6921/8738/tiih_2016BBDMreport_final_lowres.pdf 

 
Alica Diehl 
Community Programs Coordinator 
The Institute for Integrative Health 
adiehl@tiih.org 
(443) 957-1601 
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Associated Health Resource Center 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Child and Adolescent Health 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

Period of Incarceration and mental health 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Literature review 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by 
research: 

• What is the economic impact of incarceration on family members? 
• What practical policy is in place to address mental health issue 

during period of incarceration? 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this 
project? 
120 hours 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 
Mentorship 

 
Theresa Alaeze 
Executive Director 
Associated Health Resource Center 
Theresaog7@gmail.com 
(410) 262-8626 
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B-360 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Child and Adolescent Health 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 
B-360 Baltimore (B-360) is a community partnership dedicated to changing the 
perception of engineers and dirt bikes to create an avenue for students to learn 
about STEAM using dirt-bikes. B-360 uses dirt bike culture as a platform to repair 
and build relationships in the community, uncover new and different career 
opportunities, give and enhance career skills, leverage the STEM gap and create an 
event that unites all of Baltimore in a safe and fun way. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 
• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Data collection 
• Data analysis 
• Program evaluation 
• Literature review 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 
• How have students STEM & career reediness or awareness increased?  
• How is dirt bike riding/engagement correlated with release of PTSD and 

mental health factors/stresses 
• How this model can impact legislation changes? 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 
about 500 for a year 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 
Mentor-ship,possible career opportunities, students, target demographic, program 
spaces, and possibly a stipend. 

7. Please provide a link to relevant reports that are on your website. 
• http://www.baltimorepolice.org/headquarters/dirt-bike-task-force 
• http://technical.ly/baltimore/2016/10/27/johns-hopkins-social-

innovation-lab-cohort/ 
• https://www.ed.gov/stem 

 
 
Brittany Young 
Founder & CEO 
B-360 
BLYoung526@gmail.com 
(443) 631-5586 

Addiction and 
Overdose 

Environmental 
Challenges 

Obesity and the 
Food System 

* Child and 
Adolescent 

Health 

Violence 

 

  

22 | Community-Driven Research Day 2017  Participating Organizations 



 

Booker T. Washington Middle School for the Arts 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Child and Adolescent Health 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

As a social worker in a public school, my scope of work includes 
addiction/overdose, enviromental challenges, obesity/food systems, risks 
to adolescent health, as well as violence.  It is our goal to make sure that our 
students have what they need in and outside of school in order to be 
successful, well adjusted students. 

 
 
Brian Goffney 
Community School Coordinator 
Booker T. Washington Middle School for the Arts 
bgoffney@bcps.k12.md.us 
4103967734 
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Boys Coming of Age 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Obesity and the Food System, Child and Adolescent Health, Violence, Trauma 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

Boys Coming of Age is a public health tool designed to cultivate healthy male 
expression, address issues African American boys 10-24 face and guide them 
toward successful transition into adulthood. The program is predicated on serving 
the emotional, mental, physical, and spiritual needs of young men as a means of 
building adult competencies. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Data collection 
• Data analysis 
• Program evaluation 
• Literature review 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• How does Rites of Passage impact and support academic performance. 
• What pre and post questions guide the work of accurate evaluation? 
• Are the outcomes that I already have strong outcomes to measure? 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

I am not fully sure of the allotted number of hours that is needed to complete the 
project 

 
Andre Turner 
Executive Director 
Boys Coming of Age 
aturner@boyscomingofage.org 
(410) 262-8471 
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College Goal Maryland 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Child and Adolescent Health 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

This project will develop or find a tool to assess the effectiveness of the Baltimore 
City Public Schools College and Career Readiness Initiative with special focus on 
the FAFSA Completion Initiative component. This will be a partnership with 
Baltimore's Promise. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Data collection 
• Data analysis 
• Program evaluation 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• Were benchmarks for FAFSA Completion included in the College and 
Career Readiness Initiative?  

• Were benchmarks met? 
• Which initiatives yielded the greatest return i.e. greatest percentage 

increase in students completing the FAFSA? 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

With appropriate data, this project should be completed in 120 hours or less. 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

We can provide mentorship and possibly space if needed. 

 
Sharon Hassan 
Executive Director 
College Goal Maryland 
collegegoalmaryland@gmail.com 
(877) 632-4709 
 

 

Addiction and 
Overdose 

Environmental 
Challenges 

Obesity and the 
Food System 

* Child and 
Adolescent 

Health 

Violence 

 

  

Participating Organizations  Community-Driven Research Day 2017 | 25  



Elite Driving School 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Child and Adolescent Health 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

Car crashes are the leading cause of death for teenagers. As a driving school with 
locations in Baltimore and 2,000 students annually, we are seeking to evaluate the 
use of a parent engagement program to strengthen parents’ oversight of their 
teens’ driving behaviors. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Data collection 
• Program evaluation 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• What is the effectiveness of our educational session for parents of teenage 
drivers?  

• How can parent engagement be maintained during the period their teen is 
learning to drive and when they get their license? 
 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

150-200 hours 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Space; Access to families enrolled in the driving school  

7. Please provide a link to relevant reports that are on your website. 

www.drivingschool.net 

 
David Resnick 
President 
Elite Driving School 
elite@drivingschool.net 
4103637483 
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Girls Leadership Academics Mentoring (GLAM) Program 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Environmental Challenges, Child and Adolescent Health, Violence 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

Restorative Practices Outcomes: Do Proactive and Reactive Circles Enhance Social 
Emotional Learning. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Data collection 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• Do Restorative Practices Enhance Social Emotional Learning? 
• How does Restorative Practices contribute to Social Emotional Learning? 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

100 hours 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

mentorship 

7. Please provide a link to relevant reports that are on your website. 

• https://download.clib.psu.ac.th/datawebclib/e_resource/trial_database/W
ileyInterScienceCD/pdf/CRQ/CRQ_1.pdf 

• http://www.ocde.us/HealthyMinds/Documents/RP%20Resources/Challe
ngeofCultureChange.pdf 

 

 
Kendra Jobe-Ogunshina 
Board Member at large 
Girls Leadership Academics Mentoring (GLAM) Program 
Kogunshina@hotmail.com 
(443) 739-3732 
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Global Gains Consulting Service 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Child and Adolescent Health 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

Create sufficient inquiry into the effects of the institution of slavery on living 
African-Americans and society in the United States. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Data collection 
• Data analysis 
• Program evaluation 
• Literature review 
• further endeavors related to the research 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

To examine the lingering negative effects of the institution of slavery and the 
discrimination described in paragraph (2) on living African-Americans and on 
society in the United States;specifically, children and youth of enslaved 
descendants. 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

Long-term, on-going, & proprietary 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Mentorship, guidance,  professional interviews,  flexible and progressive in 
applicable action and service. 

 
Maka Taylor 
Founder 
Global Gains Consulting Service 
makawish2day@gmail.com 
(202) 277-7055 
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Greater Baltimore Health Improvement Initiative 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Child and Adolescent Health 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

Looking long term to develop a tool in helping health teams more efficiently 
disseminate resources based on the prevalence and increased risk of asthma 
attacks among children. Our research looks to identifying and weight statistically 
relevant variables contributing to asthma attacks for urban children (under 18) 
and the impact on quality of life. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Data collection 
• Data analysis 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• Asthma contribution to publicly funded healthcare costs among youth in 
Baltimore 

• Top/most common social determinants of health present in Baltimore 
children diagnosed with asthma 

• Connection in long term quality of life factors for children diagnosed with 
asthma 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

Total hours needed depends on the researchers familiarity with existing data 
sources and current relevant research. In addition, multiple resources being 
utilized may add variation to the project hours but overall, we anticipate this 
extending over a 9 mo 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

GBHII will provide mentorship as well as work space for the researcher(s). 
Mentorship will consist of existing board ranges from medical doctor to healthcare 
policy and data professionals. 

7. Please provide a link to relevant reports that are on your website. 

• A Cross-Sectional Study to Find Prevalence and Risk Factors for Childhood 
Asthma in Pune City, India 
https://www.hindawi.com/journals/isrn/2012/361456/ 

• Asthma Prevalence: A New Study Challenges Conventional Wisdom 
http://journals.lww.com/ajnonline/Fulltext/2015/04000/Asthma_Prevale
nce___A_New_Study_Challenges.11.aspx 
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Greater Baltimore Health Improvement Initiative 

 

• Risk factors and costs associated with an asthma attack 
http://thorax.bmj.com/content/55/1/19.full 

• Relationships among quality of life, severity, and control measures in 
asthma: An evaluation using factor analysis 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0091674905003593 

 
 
Angela Wells-Sims 
Board Chair 
Greater Baltimore Health Improvement Initiative 
awells-sims@gbhii.org 
(443) 271-9955 
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Greenmount West Community Association 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Addiction and Overdose, Child and Adolescent Health, Violence 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

Assist in the development of youth programming. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Data collection 
• Data analysis 
• Program evaluation 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• Common factors affecting youth and in GWC. 
• What are the effects of the factors on youth and the age range if impact? 
• What programming/assistance is most effective in assist youth from the 

affects of trauma, drug addiction & Violence 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

120 hrs 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Space 

 
Lashauna Jones 
Youth development coordinator 
Greenmoun West Community Association 
Lashauna.jo@gmail.com 
4109497719 

Addiction and 
Overdose 

Environmental 
Challenges 

Obesity and the 
Food System 

* Child and 
Adolescent 

Health 

Violence 

 

 

  

Participating Organizations  Community-Driven Research Day 2017 | 31  



Irvington My Brother’s Keeper 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Environmental Challenges, Obesity and the Food System, Transformation 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

MBK is a CBO that has provided services for 36 years. 
It is committed to transformation and needs assistance with documenting 
transformation. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Data collection 
• Program evaluation 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

At Beachville Elementary/Middle School: 

• Does our "affirmation project" add value to the culture for good 
attendance? (This project rewards families and children who are attending 
school.) 

• Does good attendance impact a child's performance in school?  If not, what 
are the circumstances that need to be implemented to improve attendance? 

• Based on the analysis, how can this inform the design for next year's 
program? 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

20-30 hours 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Data, space, computers, opportunities to interview people at the school, and access 
to observation at school. 

 
Danise Jones-Dorsey 
Executive Director 
Irvington My Brother’s Keeper 
danise1@verizon.net 
(410) 644-3194 
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Maryland Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics (MDAAP) 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Addiction and Overdose, Environmental Challenges, Obesity and the Food System, 
Child and Adolescent Health, Violence 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

MDAAP’s Mission: “To support and encourage pediatricians in the promotion of 
optimal health for all of Maryland’s children and adolescents.” We participate with 
national, state, and local organizations to goals that support our mission. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Data collection 
• Data analysis 
• Program evaluation 
• Literature review 
• finding other collaborators and partners 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

We would like to find others who are interested in collaborations and partnerships 
to support the promotion of optimal health for all of Maryland's children and 
adolescents. 

 
Loretta Hoepfner 
Executive Director 
Maryland Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics (MDAAP) 
loretta@mdaap.org 
(410) 878-9702 
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Maryland Community Health Initiatives, Inc. (Penn North) 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Addiction and Overdose, Child and Adolescent Health, Violence 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

As the founding director of the Penn North Kids Safe Zone it has been difficult to 
secure traditional foundation funding to support our efforts as our goal is to keep 
children 5-17 alive in a city experiencing an a violence epidemic. Our outcomes are 
difficult to capture and research would allow us to see the impact and success of 
our work. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Data collection 
• Data analysis 
• Program evaluation 
• Literature review 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• Without the safe space provided at The Kids Safe Zone what is the 
likelihood that a child in this community would succumb to violence or 
illegal activity?  

• Does the space provided and the services offered contribute to the youth 
choosing non-violent measures to deal with conflict?  

• If the Kids Safe Zone did not exist is there a space in the community that a 
child would safe, outside of their own home? 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

Not Sure 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Youth and the services offered at the center and space 

 
Ericka Alston Buck 
CEO 
Maryland Community Health Initiatives, Inc. (Penn North) 
ealston@penn-north.org 
4434150470 
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Mediation and Conflict Resolution Office 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Child and Adolescent Health, Violence, Conflict resolution 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

What possible health related benefits and outcomes may be associated with 
conflict resolution/alternative dispute resolution processes? 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Program evaluation 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

Does participation in alternative dispute resolution processes impact: 
• impact/increase mental and physical health? 
• impact/increase resilience? 
• impact/decrease risk factors for youth? 
• impact/prevent use of violence? 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

Full scope could be multi-year project; narrower scope could be scaled to smaller 
project steps to complete in a few months time (such as closer to a semester 
timeline) 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Connection to programs, internship experience, possible collaboration with other 
researchers 

7. Please provide a link to relevant reports that are on your website. 

http://mdcourts.gov/macro/ 

 
Heather Fogg 
Quality Assistance Director 
Mediation and Conflict Resolution Office 
Heather.fogg@mdcourts.gov 
(410) 260-3540 
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Orita's Cross Freedom School 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Child and Adolescent Health 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

Orita's Cross Freedom School is an organization that opens up on days when 
Baltimore City Public Schools are closed such as holidays and professional 
development days. We offer youth programming workshops focusing on the 
information that is not typically taught in schools such as black history, African 
history, African diaspora, and life skills such as gardening, cooking, sewing, 
herbalism, food sovereignty,  yoga, meditation, etc. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Program evaluation 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• How is OCFS Freedom School Making a difference in the lives of the 
students when they leave and go back to school. What is the impact of 
racial self-esteem on the youth? 

• Is the information being taught being retained? How can we make sure that 
this programing/socialization sticks beyond day of? 

• From parents – how does racial socialization impact parenting and why do 
they send their children to Orita's Cross Freedom School. 
 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

10-15 hours per week 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

We can provide space, a stipend, and mentorship. We can also provide volunteer 
hours working directly with our youth programs for those who may need or want 
to assist in that way. 

7. Please provide a link to relevant reports that are on your website. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2917995/pdf/nihms216571.pdf 

http://www.news.pitt.edu/Rac_Pride_black_teens 

Shannon Winston 
Program Director 
Orita's Cross Freedom School 
info@oritascross.com 
4435203730 
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Project I CAN with CUPs Coffeehouse 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Child and Adolescent Health 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

Through a holistic approach, Project I CAN seeks to empower opportunity youth to 
become successful adults. We believe that in order for opportunity youth to break 
the cycles that inhibit their success a focus must be made on physical, mental, and 
emotional health while providing a safe and supportive work environment. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Data collection 
• Program evaluation 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• What are the short term and long term effects of Project I CAN on 
opportunity youth? 

• What current and potential effects does Project I Can have on the larger 
community? 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

160 hrs 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Some technical support, space, and mentorship. 

7. Please provide a link to relevant reports that are on your website. 

http://www.cupscoffeehouse.org/training/ 

 
Holly Gray 
Founder 
Project I CAN with CUPs Coffeehouse 
CUPs.HollyGray@gmail.com 
4437799786 
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Safe House of Hope 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Child and Adolescent Health, Trafficking Victim Resources 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

Safe House of Hope has been conducting street outreach to clients caught in 
situations of human trafficking and has about 5 years worth of data regarding 
client encounters.  We are seeking a fresh set of eyes to help us parse through our 
dataset and derive insights in support of refining best practices in client support. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Data collection 
• Data analysis 
• Program evaluation 
• Literature review 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• Are there better ways to map out our encounters and relate location data to 
other city datasets to find correlations? 

• Are there ways to forecast seasonal trends in street trafficking? 
• How can we set up a similar data gathering method through our local 

hotline? 
5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

50-100 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Mentorship 

 

 
Aaron Chang 
Innovations Coordinator 
Safe House of Hope 
aaron.chang02@gmail.com 
8176814553 
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Scarlet Covering, Inc. dba KidzStuff Child Care Center 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Early Childhood Education in the inner city 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

KidzStuff Child Care Center is focused on early childhood education for children 
between the ages of 0-5 in high risk neighborhoods.  KidzStuff's mission is to 
graduate every student from its program being socially, cognitively, and 
emotionally prepared for school . 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Data collection 
• Data analysis 
• Program evaluation 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• Are the children leaving our program better prepared for school by 
attending the program vs. children who don't attend an early childhood 
program?   

• What are the demographics of the families we serve and the community in 
which work? 

• We want to know the questions and or survey types that would capture 
birth to college for our students. 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

1,300 hours over a year period 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

KidzStuff is able to provide space, administrative supplies, a small stipend, and 
perhaps some equipment. 

 
Angela Johnston-Kidane 
Director 
Scarlet Covering, Inc. dba KidzStuff Child Care Center 
angela@scarletcovering.com 
4433865928 
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Simmons Community Development Corporation 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Addiction and Overdose, Environmental Challenges, Obesity and the Food System, 
Child and Adolescent Health, Violence 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

Community Advocate working with homeless youth in the corridor of Sandtown-
Winchester area. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Data collection 
• Data analysis 
• Program evaluation 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• What is the data ratio of drug addicted teens? 
• Data for homeless youth 12-24? 

 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

Approximately 120 hours to complete project 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Space 

 
Chanta Davis 
Community Relations Advocate 
Simmons Community Development Corporation 
davis.chanta@yahoo.com 
4432269018 
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The Choice Program at UMBC 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Child and Adolescent Health, Violence 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

The Choice Program, an initiative of The Shriver Center at the University of 
Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC), provides services to adolescent youth and 
their families in the Baltimore-Washington metro region. In Choice, systems-
involved youth are provided with environmental sources of developmental 
supports and opportunities. The Choice Program utilizes recent college graduates 
through the AmeriCorps Community Service Learning Fellowship who commit one 
year of service to meet youth and families where they are in the community and 
support their efforts to navigate various systems. The program model is based on 
the belief that intervention strategies and activities, including collaborative 
relationships with families and schools, facilitate healthy developmental processes 
and positive outcomes, while reducing inequitable outcomes among program 
youth. Evaluation projects seek to test this theory and evaluate program efforts in 
improving long-term outcomes for adolescent youth. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Data analysis 
• Program evaluation 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• Is the Intensive Advocacy model effective in reducing recidivism long-
term?  

• Does the Choice Jobs program provide a long-term economic benefit to 
program participants? 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

Unknown - would probably require dialogue with researcher/evaluation 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Mentorship, potentially stipend, working space perhaps as well. 

 
Shirey Baig 
IT Manager 
The Choice Program at UMBC 
shibaig1@umbc.edu 
(443) 478-0073 
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Touching Young Lives, Incorporated 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Child and Adolescent Health, Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) Prevention 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

Implementation of a universal Safe Sleep product to combat the number of S.I.D.S. 
cases in Maryland by selling and charitably distributing baby boxes; referred to as 
“P.A.C.s Portable Alternative Cribs." The boxes, with padding, serve as the baby's 
sleeping space and then a storage unit. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Data collection 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• Do you currently own a safe sleeping space for your baby? If yes, which 
method: Traditional Bassinet, Traditional Crib, Pack n Play, or other? 1.5: If 
no, where does your baby sleep?  

• Does your baby sleep on his/her back, side or belly? 
• Do you ever fall asleep with your baby in the same bed, couch or chair? 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

40 hours per month, for 12 months, 480 hours 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Mentorship and if awarded funding, a small stipend 

7. Please provide a link to relevant reports that are on your website. 

• http://ventures.jhu.edu/social-innovation-lab-announces-new-class-of-
changemakers/ 

• https://medicine.temple.edu/news/temple-university-hospital-provide-
free-baby-boxes-mothers-newborns-order-promote-safe-newborn-sleep 

• http://www.cnn.com/2017/01/26/health/new-jersey-baby-boxes-safe-
sleep/ 

 
Shantell Roberts 
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Prevention by way of the Safe Sleep Baby Box 
Touching Young Lives, Incorporated 
shantell.roberts.86@gmail.com 
(443) 742-5508 
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Baltimore City Community Mediation 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Violence 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

Baltimore City Community Mediation seeks to reduce interpersonal conflict and 
community violence and animosity by increasing the use of non-violent conflict 
resolution strategies for Baltimore City residents, businesses and community 
organizations. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Data analysis 
• Program evaluation 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• How much have student and officer perspectives shifted since participating 
in the dialogue sessions? 

• How willing would officers and students be to continue to engage in future 
interactions with each other - both in the school and in the communities 
where they live and serve? 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

240-300 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Space, shared resources, mentorship 

 
Shantay Guy 
Executive Director 
Baltimore City Community Mediation 
director@communitymediation.org 
(410) 467-9165 
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Baltimore City Health Department 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Violence 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

The Office of Youth Violence Prevention is seeking a collaborator (master's student 
or higher) for analysis of an existing dataset on the census tract level determinants 
of firearm homicides, 2011-2015. The project can use spatial or non-spatial 
regression methods to analyze a wide range of social, demographic, and crime data 
with firearm homicides as the outcome. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Data analysis 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• What factors are associated with counts/rates of firearm homicides at the 
census tract level? 

• Do any factors help to explain the increase in homicides in 2015 to present? 
• How future indicator data can help us track progress towards reducing 

violence. 
5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

40-80 hours 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

We are able to provide an existing dataset with documentation, mentorship, space, 
and time to meet. 

7. Please provide a link to relevant reports that are on your website. 

www.baltimorecity.gov/healthmaps 

 
Jonathan Gross 
Epidemiologist 
Baltimore City Health Department 
jonathan.gross@baltimorecity.gov 
(443) 846-1043 
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Baltimore City Health Department 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Violence 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

Child abuse homicides – 90% of which occur to infants and toddlers – have reached 
a high in Baltimore City. As part of comprehensive public health prevention 
strategy, Baltimore City Child Fatality Review and the B'more for Healthy Babies 
initiative intend to implement social marketing campaigns to increase community 
accountability for recognizing and reporting family violence, to help mothers 
choose safe caregivers for their children, and to increase parents' utilization of 
addictions treatment. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Data collection 
• Data analysis 
• Literature review 
• Development of other formative research tools (e.g., focus 

group/community conversation guide) 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• What factors drive community members' decisions about reporting 
potential child abuse and neglect to CPS?  

• Which social marketing strategies are likely to be most effective influencing 
decisions to report to CPS? 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

To be determine in collaboration with researchers 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Space and mentorship of graduate student researchers could be made available 

 
Cathy Costa 
Infant Mortality and Child Fatality Review Director 
Baltimore City Health Department 
cathy.costa2@baltimorecity.gov 
(410) 396-1562 
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Baltimore City Health Department - Office of Youth Violence Prevention 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Violence 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

I provide data analysis and support for the office programs and initiatives. 
Our current programs include Safe Streets and Dating Matters. 
 
 
Ricky Moyd 
Research Analyst II 
Baltimore City Health Department - Office of Youth Violence Prevention 
Ricky.MoydJr@baltimorecity.gov 
(443) 984-3564 
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Baltimore City Recreation and Parks 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Addiction and Overdose, Environmental Challenges, Obesity and the Food System, 
Child and Adolescent Health, Violence 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

Baltimore City Recreation and Parks provide health and wellness opportunities to 
the citizens of Baltimore through recreation programs, preserving parks and 
natural resources and promote fun, active lifestyles for all ages. Activities and 
events are planned to reduce violence, address obesity and health related illnesses, 
and partnering with Baltimore City Health Department on the opioid/fentanyl 
outbreak in the city. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Data collection 
• Data analysis 
• Program evaluation 

4. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Mentorship, space 

 
Tracey Estep 
Chief of Operations, Training and Playgrounds 
Baltimore City Recreation and Parks 
tracey.estep@baltimorecity.gov 
(410) 396-7005 
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Creating a Profound Sense of Community (CAPSOC) 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Violence 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

ShopTalk: Share. Heal. Grow., uses sociodrama and other action-based techniques 
to engage members of the community.  These facilitated conversations and 
exercises aim to interact with participants inside of barbershops (and other 
community spaces) in order to impact the culture of violence, and allow the 
community to experience each other differently and offer solutions to its own 
problems. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Data collection 
• Data analysis 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• Does engaging community members who are patrons of inner-city 
barbershops and beauty salons using sociodrama and other action-based 
interventions impact the culture of violence?;  

• How can this model be replicated with validity and reliability from across 
multiple locations, including from city to city? 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

8-20 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Training facilitators in the model 

7. Please provide a link to relevant reports that are on your website. 

• http://www.capsoc.info/ 
• https://www.facebook.com/ShopTalkBaltimore/ 
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qdHBB2qPMLY&feature=youtu.be 

 
Joshua Lee 
Shop Talk: Share. Heal. Grow. 
Creating a Profound Sense of Community (CAPSOC) 
joshualee600@gmail.com 
(443) 939-6518 
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Bachs Healthcare 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Addiction and Overdose, Child and Adolescent Health, Mental Health 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

Our Psychiatric Rehabilitation Programs (PRP) program helps individuals in the community be more 
productive in their personal, family, and community lives. Our PRP program serve adults and minors 
with mental health diagnoses, coping issues, and other behavioral challenges that impedes the 
individual's ability to function to their maximum potential in society. Along with our PRP program we 
also offer vocational training and now substance abuse program (Bridging Gaps with New 
Beginnings). 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 
• Literature review 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

What are other issues at home and workplace that may affect mental health? 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

not sure, depends on the size of data and the area being covered 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Rehabilitation counseling and mentorship 

7. Please provide a link to relevant reports that are on your website. 

http://www.bachshealthcare.com/ 

 
Fahd Randhawa 
Director of Community Relations 
Bachs Healthcare 
fr@bachshealthcare.com 
(443) 961-7772 
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Centro SOL 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Immigrant Health 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

Centro SOL is the Center for Health and Opportunity for Latinos at Johns Hopkins. Our work is 
focused in improving the quality of care and the wellbeing of immigrant population in 
Baltimore. 
 
 
Monica Guerrero Vazquez 
Program Coordinator 
Centro SOL 
mguerre3@jhmi.edu 
(410) 550-1129 
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Dance & Bmore Programs 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Family Strengthening and Wellness programing for the Elderly 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

The FazaFam Family Jam focuses on strengthening families through music, movement, and games, 
Forever Fit & Fun uses memory-based movement, prompts and storytelling to capture the memories 
of seniors citizens and stimulate imagination, cognitive function and social engagement. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Program evaluation 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

• How does weekly creative engagement between parents and children effect the child and the 
parent. 

• What impact does regular movement, music and social engagement have on the aging. 
• How does creative social engagement effect us at different ages and stages of life. 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

40 hours over 12 weeks 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

Space, mentorship, refreshments. 

 
CJay Philip 
Founder/Director 
Dance & Bmore Programs 
cjayphilip@gmail.com 
(410) 871-8322 
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Manna House, Inc. 

 
1. Which topic areas does your work fall under? 

Environmental Challenges, Obesity and the Food System, Violence, Homelessness 

2. Please provide a 1-2 sentence summary of your work or project. 

Manna House is a soup kitchen and a drop-in center who serves the homeless and low income in 
Baltimore City in efforts to help them regain stability and independence. 

3. Please indicate what you would like research assistance with: 

• Development of questionnaire or survey 

4. Please list 1-3 questions that you would like to have answered by research: 

How effective the services that Manna House offers are to helping clients regain stability 

5. How many total hours do you anticipate are needed to complete this project? 

40 

6. What kind of supports are you able to provide for this project? 

space, mentorship 

 
Saleem Gauhar 
Executive Director 
Manna House, Inc. 
saleem.gauhar.manna@gmail.com 
(410) 889-3001 
 
Jennifer Dubreuil 
Program Manager 
Manna House, Inc. 
jennifer@mannahouseinc.org 
(443) 641-4897 
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Anika Alvanzo 
Assistant Professor, Medicine 
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine 
aalvanz1@jhmi.edu 
(410) 502-2048 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, Violence 
My research examines the relationship between 
trauma, posttraumatic stress and substance use. 
 
 
Anushka Aqil 
Student 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health 
aaqil2@jhu.edu 
(240) 380-5862 
Topic Areas: Violence 
I am interested in understanding how violence is 
experienced by Black and Brown trans and 
gender non-conforming (GNC) folks and Muslim 
women and how religion may mitigate or 
perpetuate the violence experienced. 
 
 
Kimberly Armstrong 
Project Manager/Researcher 
Abeona Group, Inc. 
Abeonasolutions@gmail.com 
(443) 416-0308 
Topic Areas: Child and Adolescent Health 
We are investigating solutions in preventive 
asthma care among inner-city children is 
challenging due to a variety of factors including 
health care system/organizational and provider 
characteristics; patient and family attitudes and 
beliefs; and psychosocial, culture, and 
environmental factors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ashley Bason 
Towson Urban Needs in Teacher Education 
abason1@students.towson.edu 
(202) 870-9621 
Topic Areas: Urban Education 
TUNITE is a student-based organization that 
strives to expose future educators to Urban 
Education through volunteer opportunities and 
discussions. We also serve as a support group for 
Towson University students interning in the 
Baltimore City Public Schools System. 
 
 
David Bishai 
Professor 
Johns Hopkins University 
dbishai@jhu.edu 
(410) 955-7807 
Topic Areas: Child and Adolescent Health 
Cost effectiveness analysis of PrEP for 
adolescents 
 
 
Shennoa Blake 
Student Health and Wellness Center 
Johns Hopkins University 
sblake7@jhu.edu 
(313) 671-7187 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, Obesity 
and the Food System, Child and Adolescent 
Health 
My work includes both clinical and case 
management of patients with acute and chronic 
health needs. 
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Rachel Bock 
MSN/MPH candidate 
Johns Hopkins University 
rachelbock@jhu.edu 
(916) 705-4395 
Topic Areas: Obesity and the Food System, 
Child and Adolescent Health, Violence 
I am interested in research topics regarding 
adolescent health, women's health, primary care, 
and health care access & equity 

Lee Boot 
Director 
Imaging Research Center 
University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
boot@umbc.edu 
(410) 455-8444 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, 
Environmental Challenges, Obesity and the 
Food System, Child and Adolescent Health, 
Violence 
We are building software tools that city 
leadership, researchers, and residents can use to 
build consensus on the nature of our challenges, 
and co-create future plans for addressing them. 

Nina Brown 
Associate Professor 
Community College of Baltimore County 
nbrown2@ccbcmd.edu 
(443) 840-2909 
Topic Areas: Violence 
I am currently investigating the economic value 
of Baltimore's "street economy" of illegal drugs. 
This project is an attempt to measure the 
economic scope of this economy quantitatively 
while also evaluating its qualitative effects on 
communities in terms of violence and policing. 

Stephanie Bryant 
PSC/Accreditation 
Johns Hopkins University 
sbryan22@jhu.edu 
(410) 516-8272 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, Obesity 
and the Food System, Child and Adolescent 
Health 
Social determinants of health, adolescent health 
and nonprofit community organizations 

Patrice Burley 
Chemica Dependency Counselor 
Behavioral Health Clinic 
Baltimore08@netzero.com 
(443) 273-6682 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, 
Environmental Challenges, Violence 
Interested in learning about interventions for 
Addiction & Drug Overdosed. 

Maureen Cadorette 
Assistant Scientist 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health 
mcadore1@jhu.edu 
(410) 955-4587 
Topic Areas: Environmental Challenges 

Leon Caldwell 
Managing Member 
Ujima Community Transformation Partners 
leoncaldwell@ujimapartners.com 
(901) 605-0612 
Topic Areas: Environmental Challenges, Child 
and Adolescent Health, Violence, Housing and 
Neighborhoods 
The Healing Schools Initiative is a school-
community trauma response intervention at a 
Baltimore Elementary School. The Project utilizes 
an ecological approach to promoting healing 
strategies for teachers/staff, parents/caregivers, 
and students. 
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Katherine Cameron 
Coppin State University 
kcameron@coppin.edu 
(410) 935-5276 
Topic Areas: Child and Adolescent Health, 
Violence, Mental Health and Stigma of Mental 
Illness 
Our research explores health issues that prevent 
college age students from succeeding in school, 
such as stigma of mental illness, which hinders 
the help-seeking behaviors of college students. 
We want to consider how poverty and violence 
are contributing factors deteriorating community 
mental health. 

Allen Chacha 
MBA Candidate 
Johns Hopkins Carey Business School 
achacha1@jhu.edu 
(317) 654-0425 
Topic Areas: Obesity and the Food System 
I'm a business student pursuing a healthcare 
concentration and very interested in learning 
how I can apply my skill sets towards addressing 
food security issues in Baltimore. 

Geetanjali Chander 
Associate Professor 
Johns Hopkins University 
Gchande1@jhmi.edu 
(443) 287-2030 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, 
Violence, HIV 
Alcohol misuse in the community; HIV risk; opioid 
misuse 

Jiaying Cheng 
Student 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health 
jcheng45@jhmi.edu 
(443) 449-4639 
Topic Areas: Environmental Challenges 

Lea Ann Christenson 
Assistant Professor 
Towson University 
lchristenson@towson.edu 
(410) 404-3815 
Topic Areas: Pre-service teacher education in 
urban settings 
TUNITE (Towson Urban Needs in Teacher 
Education) is a student run group that offers 
support to pre-service teachers interested in 
pursuing a career in an urban schools. The group 
has offered a variety of activities since its 
inception and is always looking for additional 
resources to support future teachers and young 
children. 

Emily Clouse 
Sr Research Program Manager 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health 
eclouse@jhu.edu 
(443) 257-9051 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, 
Environmental Challenges, Violence 
Our study aims to assess the effectiveness of a 
community-based combination HIV prevention 
package, including biomedical, behavioral, and 
structural services for female sex workers (FSW) 
in Baltimore, Maryland 

Jean Lee Cole 
Professor of English 
Loyola University Maryland 
jlcole@loyola.edu 
(410) 530-3242 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, 
Environmental Challenges, Obesity and the 
Food System, Child and Adolescent Health, 
Violence, Hunger, Poverty, Disability, 
Education, Total Population Health 
I'm the Faculty Director for Community-Engaged 
Learning and Scholarship at Loyola. I direct the 
service-learning program (running 25-30 course 
sections each semester) and also am the liaison 
between faculty researchers and community 
partners in the Baltimore area. 
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Erin Cooney 
MSPH Candidate 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health 
ecooney2@jhmi.edu 
(401) 595-3436 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, Child 
and Adolescent Health, Violence, LGBTQ Health 
Current graduate research assistant on several 
projects focused on transgender health and HIV 
prevention. Other research interests include 
opioid use disorder, other substance use 
disorders and stigma. 

Joanna Crosby 
Associate Professor 
Morgan State University 
joanna.crosby@morgan.edu 
(443) 623-2231 
Topic Areas: Social Justice 
My research addresses social justice and ethics, 
broadly construed.  I am part of a Public 
Philosophy Working Group that is looking to 
partner with a community organization to work 
on social justice, urban outreach, or 
environmental justice projects. 

Thomas Cudjoe 
Post Doctoral Fellow 
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine 
tcudjoe2@jhmi.edu 
(478) 447-6878 
Topic Areas: Environmental Challenges, Older 
Adults, Aging in Place 
I am interested in the Social Determinants of 
Healthy Aging. 

Katherine D'Auria 
Nursing Student 
The College of New Jersey 
dauriak1@tcnj.edu 
(973) 476-3243 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose 
I am a nursing student seeking to observe this 
Research Day for my capstone project. 

Masoumeh Dejman 
Post Doctoral Fellow 
Johns Hopkins University 
mdejman1@jhu.edu 
(443) 808-9330 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, 
Violence, Mental Health 
In a collaborative effort with BHLI and Dee’s Place 
peer-recovery center in East Baltimore, our study 
aims to explore the primary challenges that 
clients of the PCBP face in the access, retention 
and continuity of medication-assisted OUD 
treatment. Through this work, we hope to draft 
recommendations and program strategies that 
may address some of these challenges, improve 
treatment retention, and encourage long-term 
recovery 

Blaise DePaolo 
Associate Professor of Sculpture 
Morgan State University 
Eblaise.depaolo@morgan.edu 
(443) 885-3894 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, 
Environmental Challenges, Obesity and the 
Food System, Child and Adolescent Health, 
Violence 
I use art engagement to relieve stress, build 
fellowship, work on community concerns and 
enhance traditional education.  I have worked 
with Health Care for the Homeless among other 
organizations to reach 'hard to reach' 
populations through art engagement and have 
some good grant text that I would like to pursue 
that partners public health with art engagement. 

Madison Dutson 
Undergraduate Student 
Public Health Studies Department 
Johns Hopkins University 
mdutson1@jhu.edu 
(801) 556-9668 
Topic Areas: Environmental Challenges, Child 
and Adolescent Health 
I am a student interested in becoming involved in 
research projects, especially concerning 
environmental health and inequity in Baltimore. 
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Assistant Professor 
Towson University 
aemmert@towson.edu 
(267) 679-0156 
Topic Areas: Child and Adolescent Health, 
Violence, Weapons, Prisoner Reentry, 
Adolescent Delinquency 
Past projects have included exploring the impact 
of weapon carrying on adolescent delinquency, 
the impact of incarceration on post-
incarceration employment and use of social 
welfare, and general adolescent delinquency. 

Julia Fanger 
Student 
University of Maryland School of Social Work 
jfanger@umaryland.edu 
(510) 282-7748 
Topic Areas: Obesity and the Food System, 
Child and Adolescent Health, Violence, Child 
Welfare 
Currently, I am a student working within the 
Resource Parent Training division of the Child 
Welfare Academy. 

Kenneth Feder 
Student 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health 
kfeder1@jhu.edu 
(215) 266-3615 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, Child 
and Adolescent Health, Violence 
My research is on how the tools of public health 
can be used to prevent childhood trauma. I am 
particularly interested in how to better meet the 
needs of families struggling with substance use. 

Carolyn Felton 
Student 
Morgan State University 
cafel1@morgan.edu 
(301) 832-6334 
Topic Areas: Mental Health in Black Families 
I have recently switched my major to social work 
and I am very interested in mental health within 
black families because this conversation is never 
really discussed. 

Nimasha Fernando 
Undergraduate Student 
University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
Nfernan1@umbc.edu 
(443)466-9487 
Topic Areas: Immigrant Health 
I am a student interested in studying immigrant 
health in Baltimore, specifically during the 
transition from hospital to home when an 
individual has a chronic condition. I am interested 
to learn about how research can benefit local 
communities. 

Katharine Fernstrom 
Part Time Faculty 
Maryland Institute College of Art (MICA) 
Johns Hopkins University 
Towson University 
Goucher College 
kfernstrom@mica.edu 
(410) 243-2757 
Topic Areas: Obesity and the Food System, 
Community Murals 
I have 2 projects: food sovereignty in American 
Indian and Inuit communities as a tool to improve 
health including insufficient food as well as 
obesity. I am also working on a project that 
examines community murals; at present the 2 
projects are independent, but they can be 
combined together. 

Stephen Fischer 
Preventive Medicine Physician 
Walter Reed National Military Medical Center 
fischeryog@yahoo.com 
(410) 370-9184 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, 
Environmental Challenges, Obesity and the 
Food System, Child and Adolescent Health, 
Violence 
Clinical preventive services for 500 thousand 
beneficiaries in the national capital region 

Networking List Community-Driven Research Day 2017 | 57 

Amanda Emmert 



Lisa Folda 
Assistant Director, Public Health Studies  
Johns Hopkins University 
lfolda@jhu.edu 
(410) 516-7701 
I work with undergraduates who are interested in 
working with community based organizations. 
There is a requirement for their major that they 
do an internship, and I'd like to make connections 
with groups who might have work that would be 
appropriate for the undergraduate level. 

Lucine Francis 
PhD candidate 
Johns Hopkins School of Nursing 
lfranc12@jhu.edu 
(347) 526-4742 
Topic Areas: Obesity and the Food System 
My dissertation work focuses on examining the 
physical, socio-cultural and political Food 
Environment of Family Child Care Homes in 
Baltimore City.  I'm also comparing the food 
environment of homes participating in the Child 
and Adult Care Food Program to homes that are 
currently not participating in this food program. 

Joseph Gallo 
Professor 
Johns Hopkins University 
jgallo@jhsph.edu 
(410) 963-8648 
Topic Areas: Mental Health 
Depression in older persons, community-based 
models of care 

Jennifer Gerber 
PhD Student in Global Disease Epidemiology and 
Control 
Deptartment of International Health 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 
jgerbe10@jhu.edu 
(781) 775-0992 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, Obesity 
and the Food System, Child and Adolescent 
Health, Violence  
I am considering doing a dissertation related 
to addiction and overdose using MD vital 
statistics, registry, and population-based data. I 
am open to other ideas as well as my priority is to 
do a project that benefits people living in 
Baltimore. 

Gloria Gonzalez 
Adjunct Faculty 
Johns Hopkins University 
ggonza23@jhu.edu 
(202) 808-0924 
Topic Areas: Obesity and the Food System, 
Child and Adolescent Health 
My areas of research are social determinants 
of health, food insecurity, immigrant health, 
and Latina/o youth body image. 

Toby Gordon 
Associate Professor 
Johns Hopkins University 
tgordon@jhu.edu 
(410) 234-9432 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, 
Environmental Challenges, Obesity and the 
Food System, Child and Adolescent Health, 
Violence 
I teach a course on Social Determinants of 
Health. Looking to connect students 

Connie Hoe 
Assistant Scientist 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health 
choe1@jhu.edu 
(410) 502-2632 
Topic Areas: Child and Adolescent Health, 
Violence 
I am a mixed-methods public health researcher 
working on injury prevention around the world. 

Lauren Hosterman 
PhD Student 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 
lhoster1@jhu.edu 
(443) 831-1247 
Topic Areas: Obesity and the Food System  
I am a dietitian and worked for the WIC 
program for 9 years and consulted for Early 
Head Start. I had the opportunity to complete 
some nutrition/cooking classes that have really 
helped participants to maintain, lose or prevent 
weight gain. 
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Smile Indias 
Graduate Student 
Maryland Institute College of Art (MICA) 
smileindias@gmail.com 
(443) 500-9989 
Topic Areas: Community Policing 
I am working on a thesis project to understand 
the relationship between the Baltimore Police 
Department and the communities they are 
serving and how both are affected by their 
perceptions of each other. 

Nathan Irvin 
Assistant Professor 
Johns Hopkins Department of Emergency 
Medicine 
nirvin1@jhmi.edu 
(909) 262-8185 
Topic Areas: Child and Adolescent Health, 
Violence 
I am working on a hospital based violence 
intervention program as well as ways to treat 
community level trauma. 

Omari Jackson 
Assistant Professor of Sociology 
Morgan State University 
omari.jackson@morgan.edu 
(443) 885-3852 
Topic Areas: Education 
I am interested in black middle class children who 
utilize public transportation to attend schools of 
choice in Baltimore City.  Often times black 
middle class children have different educational 
opportunities than their white counterparts and 
must take public transit access similar 
educational opportunities. 

Keilah Jacques 
Assistant Directer 
John Hopkins University Student Outreach 
Resource Center (SOURCE) 
Keilah.jacques@gmail.com 
(214) 842-0816 
Topic Areas: Environmental Challenges 
I'm very interested in attending for general 
information so I can be a better liaison to our CBO 
partners.  

Sandy Johnson 
Chaplain 
Johns Hopkins Health System 
sjohnsd@jhmi.edu 
(443) 287-7099 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, 
Environmental Challenges, Obesity and the 
Food System, Violence 
As a chaplain and local pastor, my work has been 
in the area of support to families who have lost 
loved ones to violence, youth, and women 
empowerment. 

Norma Kanarek 
Day at the Market 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health 
Baltimore City Markets Management 
nkanarek@jhsph.edu 
(410) 955-3758 
Topic Areas: Environmental Challenges 
At least five times a month, Johns Hopkins 
investigators, faculty/ staff/ students, 
governmental organizations and community 
organizations assemble at the NE Market to 
provide expertise, information, opportunities 
and services to patrons at the market. We 
welcome additional organizational partners and 
volunteers for specific topics such as healthy 
eating, neighborhood walking, health care sign-
up and preparedness. 
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Arshdeep Kaur 
Undergraduate Student 
Public Health Studies Department 
Johns Hopkins University 
akaur8@jhu.edu 
(408) 609-0611 
Topic Areas: Environmental Challenges, 
Violence 
I'm a student hoping to work in community 
health. I am interested in a wide variety of public 
health issues ranging from violence against 
women to environmental hazards. 

Laurel Kiser 
Associate Professor 
University of Maryland School of Medicine 
lkiser@som.umaryland.edu 
(443) 421-3873 
Topic Areas: Child and Adolescent Health, 
Violence 
My projects draw on the collective expertise of 
families, communities, and behavioral health, 
health, and social service systems to reduce the 
impact of trauma on families disadvantaged by 
chronic stress and trauma, poverty and racial 
injustice. 

Megan Latshaw 
Co-Lead Environmental Challenges, Bloomberg 
American Health Initiative 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health 
mlatshaw@jhu.edu 
(410) 502-8948 
Topic Areas: Environmental Challenges 
Efforts to tackle environmental challenges will 
target ways to design healthier communities 
through the links between public health & urban 
planning, transportation, architecture, 
environmental design & assessment, agronomy, 
food systems, and civil engineering.  

Sanghee Lim 
Assistant Professor 
Johns Hopkins University Carey Business School 
lim.sanghee@gmail.com 
(443) 904-3329 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, Obesity 
and the Food System 
We aim to develop an analytics environment to 
investigate the potential interdependence 
between digital diet and physical fitness and to 
establish causal explanations of possible 
scenarios in which two types of endeavors are 
more (or less) likely to be aligned. 

Linda Loubert 
Associate Professor 
Morgan State University 
linda.loubert@morgan.edu 
(443) 885-1885 
Topic Areas: Environmental Challenges, 
Poverty, Education 
I use GIS to explore issues of education finance 
and urban struggles in housing and employment. 

Mannat Malik 
Senior Program Research Coordinator 
Center for Public Health and Human Rights 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 
mmalik7@jhu.edu 
(443) 240-6240 
Topic Areas: Violence, LGBT Health, 
Transgender Health in Particular 
Currently, I work on several mixed methods 
projects related to the health and social service 
needs of the transgender community in 
Baltimore. We are in the data analysis stage for 
these studies. I am also working on a monitoring 
and evaluation project for a set of community-
based HIV interventions for black gay and 
bisexual men. I am particularly interested in 
doing research about violence experiences of 
transgender and gender non-conforming people. 
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Lisa McCall 
Director 
ALIVE Study 
lmccall6@jhu.edu 
(410) 614-5218 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose 
The AIDS Linked to the Intravenous Experience 
(ALIVE) Study is a research effort that has been 
ongoing since 1988 and is one of the longest-
running community-based cohorts of injection 
drug users (IDUs) in existence. It includes past and 
current IDUs. The primary objectives are to 
characterize the incidence and natural history of 
HIV and HCV among IDUs. 

Keith Mehlinger 
Associate Professor/Director, Digital Media 
Center - College of Liberal Arts 
Morgan State University 
keith.mehlinger@morgan.edu 
(410) 303-1305 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, 
Environmental Challenges, Obesity and the 
Food System, Child and Adolescent Health, 
Violence 
Scripted (fiction) and unscripted non-fiction 
(documentary) storytelling enhanced with 
animation with respect to topic areas. As the 
Coordinator of our Screenwriting and Animation 
(SWAN) major, we have made field experience 
involving community service a feature of our 
program, and earned a 2016 Governor's Citation 
for our anti-heron PSAs broadcast in Maryland. 

Naeeme Mohammadi 
Graduate Student (Social Design) 
Maryland Institute College of Art (MICA) 
nmohammadi01@mica.edu 
(703) 399-0599 
Topic Areas: Environmental Challenges 

My thesis is about gentrification and how it is 
affecting the local communities in Baltimore. 

Sarah Murray 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health 
smurray9@jhu.edu 
(434) 996-8215 
Topic Areas: Child and Adolescent Health, 
Violence 
My work focuses on mental health promotion for 
individuals affected by violence from multiple 
cultures. 

Jessica Nuttycombe 
Graduate Nursing Student 
Towson University 
jnutty1@towson.edu 
(301) 873-1843 
I am currently a graduate nursing student at 
Towson University and will not be submitting a 
project, but attending Community-Driven 
Research Day to learn about the research 
process and research opportunities in this area. 

Erin O'Keefe 
PhD candidate in Urban policy at UMBC 
Director for Loyola's Center for Community 
University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
Loyola University Maryland 
eokeefe1@umbc.edu 
(410) 617-2699 
Topic Areas: Community Development  
As a student, I am in the process of developing a 
disertation proposal (Focused in Baltimore's 
neighborhood community development policies, 
widely understood and intersecting with public 
health, education, Etc.). My key aim is to meet a 
research need of Baltimore's agencies, nonprofits 
etc.  2nd, I professionally direct Loyola's Center 
for Community and work with students and 
faculty on community engaged research. 
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Oluwafemi Owodunni 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health 
oowodun1@jhu.edu 
(443) 538-6393 
Topic Areas: Obesity and the Food System, 
Child and Adolescent Health 
Taking a class on youth in crisis, and interested in 
the conceptual framework of a asset based 
approach 

Ju Nyeong Park 
PhD Student 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health 
ju.park3@gmail.com 
(202) 386-2834 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose  
Program evaluation, empirical scientific research 

Bryce Peake 
Assistant Professor of Media and Communication 
Studies 
University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
bpeake@umbc.edu 
(309) 648-6706 
Topic Areas: Environmental Challenges, 
Violence 
My empirical, qualitative research focuses on 
urban inequality,  as manifest in gender- and 
race- based violence, and how best to create 
media that addresses these problems. I run a 
student "media intervention" course that could 
help organizations with communication 
strategies and relations. 

Sandra Perez 
Associate Professor Dance 
Towson University 
sperez@towson.edu 

Amy Pucino 
Assistant Professor of Sociology 
Community College of Baltimore County 
apucino@ccbcmd.edu 
(240) 446-1957 
Topic Areas: Child and Adolescent Health 
I am an Assistant Professor of sociology at the 
Community College of Baltimore County, and 
I would like for my students to be involved 
in Community-Based Research. 

Rebeca Rios 
Assistant Professor 
Internal Medicine 
Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical Center 
rrios2@jhmi.edu 
(410) 550-0524 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose 
We are working on provider and patient 
education initiatives focused on learning 
together about facts and strategies to reduce the 
impact of the opioid epidemic in our community. 
We are academic teachers in primary care, and 
we would like to partner with community 
organizations focused on the same issue to work 
together.  

Lynnee Roane 
Assistant Director of Engagment 
University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
lroane@rx.umaryland.edu 
(410) 706-5998 
Topic Areas: Research Engagement 
The PATIENTS Program engages patients 
to ensure their voices' are included in research. 
We work with researchers to help with 
patient, community, and stakeholder 
engagement in the research process from 
conceptualization to dissemination. 
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(410) 704-2775 
Topic Areas: Obesity and the Food System, 
Child and Adolescent Health, Diversity, 
Bullying, Body Image 
I have created a curriculum for arts integration 
using the children's book Shapesville. This 
curriculum targets creation of a positive body 
image, self-acceptance, the benefits of proper 
nutrition and exercise, and acceptance of 
others/diversity. 



Karen Rudnicki 
student 
Towson University 
krudni1@students.towson.edu 
(410) 309-0399 
I am a student interested in seeing the research 
projects taking place in the Baltimore area. 

Haneefa Saleem 
Senior Researcher 
Uniformed Services University of the Health 
Sciences 
haneefa.saleem@gmail.com 
(202) 725-0705 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, Child 
and Adolescent Health, Sexual and 
Reproductive Health 
I conduct research domestically and 
globally that: (1) examines how 
environmental factors influence the health 
behaviors and outcomes of people who use 
drugs; (2) examines the sociocultural and 
structural context of sexual and reproductive 
health behaviors, including among people living 
with HIV, to inform interventions; (3) uses 
patient experiences of health care to 
improve the quality of care delivered; and (4) 
improves the trajectory of the lives of youth 
through interventions that address their health, 
social and economic needs. 

David Schultz 
Associate Professor of Psychology 
University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
dschultz@umbc.edu 
(410) 455-2414 
Topic Areas: Environmental Challenges, 
Violence 
I have conducted prevention projects for infancy 
through early childhood. This primarily has 
involved home visiting services for lower-income 
moms who are pregnant or have infants/toddlers 
and, separately, working with Head Start 
preschool centers to promote children's social 
and emotional development. 

Christine Schutzman 
Research Coordinator 
schutzmanconsulting@gmail.com 
(410) 967-9249 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, Child 
and Adolescent Health 
Community based research project to address 
tobacco use in low income, behavioral health 
and/or homeless populations 

Marni Seyyid 
Lecturer 
Morgan State University 
Marni.seyyid@morgan.edu 
(443) 885-4375 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, 
Environmental Challenges, Child and 
Adolescent Health, Violence 
I study IPV among young AA heterosexual 
couples. 

McKane Sharff 
PhD Student 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health 
msharff1@jhmi.edu 
(617) 775-3315 
Topic Areas: Child and Adolescent Health 
I am interested in collaborating with community-
based organizations that work with youth to 
address risks to adolescent health, specifically: 
reproductive health,  mental health and school-
based health.  

Charalampos Siotos 
MD 
Johns Hopkins University 
csiotos1@jhmi.edu 
(443) 221-3800 
Topic Areas: Disparities in Health Care, 
Diversity of Physicians 
To evaluate the role of diverse health care 
systems in treating patients with different/ 
diverse cultural, age and ethnic background in 
the field of surgery/plastic & reconstructive 
surgery. 
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Lily Sussman 
MSPH Candidate 2017 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health 
lsussma4@jhmi.edu 
(845) 304-0757 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, Obesity 
and the Food System, Child and Adolescent 
Health, Violence 
I currently work with Center for a Livable 
Future(CLF) and Green and Healthy Homes 
Initiative(GHHI). Last year I worked on an analysis 
of opioid overdoses within Baltimore City. My 
current work with CLF includes analysis of food 
systems, evaluation of legislation/its impact, and 
quantitative and qualitative analysis relating to 
food policy councils and food environment. My 
work with GHHI includes conducting a literature 
review of home-based asthma interventions that 
include economic evaluations, and conducting 
focus groups with caregivers of children with 
asthma to dissect perceptions of asthma control. 
I am interested in partnering on a project over the 
Summer (late May through August). 

Niloufer Taber 
PhD Candidate, International Health 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health 
ntaber1@jhu.edu 
(443) 500-7975 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, Violence 
I have worked in criminal justice reform for about 
ten years, mostly in reentry programs, 
wraparound service and supportive housing 
program design and evaluation, and I have 
recently started looking at injury and violence 
prevention. 

Jessye Talley 
Lecturer 
Morgan State University 
jlbemley@gmail.com 
(202) 390-1498 
Topic Areas: Food Supply Chain Safety 
My research uses mathematical models to look at 
ways to reduce the amount of contaminated food 
that is introduced into the food supply chain. I am 
also interested starting research in the following 
areas listed above obesity and the food system, 
risks to adolescent health and  environmental 
challenges. 
Oluwakemi Tomobi 
MEHP Fellow 
Johns Hopkins University 
otomobi1@jhu.edu 
(202) 213-4257 
Topic Areas: 
Addiction and Overdose 

Jacqueline Tran 
Student 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health 
jtran22@jhmi.edu 
(503) 302-2681 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, 
Violence, Women's Health, Reproductive 
Health 
I'm interested in women's health and 
reproductive health among intersecting identities 
and in low-income and/or urban communities. 

Robin Truiett-Theodorson 
Assistant Director 
Johns Hopkins Medical Institutions 
rtruiet1@jhmi.edu 
(443) 287-9900 
Topic Areas: Environmental Challenges, 
Obesity and the Food System, Child and 
Adolescent Health, Violence 
I work in the Government and Community Affairs 
Office for Hopkins with the specific focus in East 
Baltimore with an interest in research. 
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Kelechi Uzochukwu 
Assistant Professor, Public Policy 
University of Baltimore 
kuzochukwu@ubalt.edu 
(410) 837-5601 
Topic Areas: Environmental Challenges 
The aim of this project is to illuminate the 
complexity of the social and psychological 
development of youth in Baltimore through the 
lens of “out-of-school” time and other 
recreational activities. 

Larry Walker 
Program Manager 
Middle Grades Partnership 
ljw1906@gmail.com 
(410) 227-3631 
Topic Areas: Environmental Challenges, Child 
and Adolescent Health, Violence 
My research examines the impact trauma has on 
the academic performance and social emotional 
functioning of students. 

Andrea Wirtz 
Assistant Scientist 
Department of Epidemiology 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health 
awirtz1@jhu.edu 
(410) 502-0800 
Topic Areas: Addiction and Overdose, Violence 
My research is dedicated to the field of 
epidemiologic assessment of infectious disease, 
violence victimization, and health among 
marginalized populations, including LGBT 
populations, women engaged in sex work, and 
people who use drugs. I have specific interest in 
developing measures and methods to assess 
risks, outcomes and effective health 
interventions for these populations. 

Kristen Wright 
Associate Director 

John Hopkins University Student Outreach 
Resource Center (SOURCE) 
kristen.wright@jhu.edu 
(410) 955-3880 
At SOURCE we work to connect our partnering 
community based organizations with students, 
faculty, and staff at JHU. My work is specifically 
in connecting faculty service-learning courses 
with community based projects. 

Beiwen (Alice) Wu 
Graduate Student 
Johns Hopins Bloomberg School of Public Health 
bwu19@jhu.edu 
(651) 260-0748 
Topic Areas: Obesity and the Food System 
As a public health nutrition student, I am 
interested to learn more about research 
opportunities in obesity and food scarcity. 
Currently, I am working as counselor at Baltimore 
Crisis Response Inc and volunteering at Moveable 
Feast. 
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Funding Opportunity 

Community-Driven Research Day provides a mechanism for the community to have a greater role in the 
research process, one in which Baltimore City organizations elevate their needs and identify the activities 
that would benefit from the support of researchers. This event provides an opportunity to match the 
skills of the local research community with community-defined research needs. 

The Johns Hopkins Urban Health Institute (UHI) will offer up to $15,000 in each of the five focal areas to 
support community-university collaborations that result from participating in the 2017 Community-
Driven Research Day. 

The focal areas are:  
1. Child and Adolescent Health
2. Violence
3. Addiction and Overdose
4. Environmental Challenges
5. Obesity and Food Systems

Eligibility: 
• Faculty and students submitting the application must be affiliated with Johns Hopkins

University. 
• Faculty and students are required to partner with a community agency or community leader

and vice versa. 
• Projects must be focused on improving the health and well-being of the residents of Baltimore.

The UHI will hold a workshop for interested applicants on April 5 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. Please email 
urbanhealth@jhu.edu to register for the workshop. 

To learn more about the funding opportunity, contact Amy Gawad at 410-502-7473 or 
agawad1@jhu.edu.  

Application Due Date: April 19, 2017 by 5:00pm 
Award Date: May 10, 2017 

Earliest Start Date: May 24, 2017 
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WHAT IS COMMUNITY-DRIVEN RESEARCH DAY?
Community-Driven Research Day provides an opportunity for community-based 
organizations and city agencies to have a greater role in the research process, by elevating 
their needs and identifying activities that would benefit from the support of researchers. 
This event helps match the skills of the local research community with community-defined 
research needs.

This year, Community-Driven Research Day will focus on five areas related to public health:

• Addiction and Overdose

• Environmental Challenges

• Obesity and the Food System

• Child and Adolescent Health

• Violence

HOW DOES COMMUNITY-DRIVEN RESEARCH DAY WORK?
Community projects selected to participate will each have a table to display information 
about their organization, projects, and research priorities. In “speed dating”-style, 
interested researchers will rotate throughout the room at prescribed times to learn 
more about organizations in their interest area and see if there are mutually beneficial 
opportunities for collaborating. Attendees will also have the opportunity to discuss 
collaborations during the networking session. Light refreshments will be served.

FUNDING OPPORTUNITY
The UHI will offer up to $15,000 in each of the five focal areas to support community-
university collaborations that result from participating in Community-Driven Research 
Day.  Faculty and students submitting the application must be affiliated with Johns 
Hopkins University and are required to partner with a community agency or community 
leader and vice versa. Projects must be focused on Baltimore. 




